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FOREWORD

One of the most important events in
2018 was the celebration of the Great Union
Centenary. On this occasion, the National
Institute of Statistics has issued an anniversary
volume intended for all the categories of statis-
tical data users. Thus, “Romania, a Century of
History — Statistical Data” is a reference pub-
lication of the National Institute of Statistics,
as a mean for showing that we are looking fo
the future while cherishing our past. It was
also a good occasion of turning into account and
presenting to the public a series of the NIS pub-
lications, as follows: several statistical bulletins
issued during the inter-war period, the volumes
related to Population and Housing Censuses,
as well as some editions of the Romanian
Statistical Magazine, all of them witnessing the
160 years history of Romanian official statistics.

Publishing “Romania, a Century of History
— Statistical Data” was also an occasion for the
NIS to strengthening the relationships with
the academic environment. Sound relation-
ships with academia results in major benefits:
on the one side, the academia could deliver to
official statistics ideas on improving the current
production processes while, on the other side,
official statistics could provide the academic
environment with the support for introducing
in the scientific research the newest data pro-
cessing tools. On the NIS side, the relationships
with academia are of strategic interest. As such,
several chapters in the volume dedicated to the
Centenary were issued in collaboration with
experts from well-known Romanian universi-
ties or research centres.
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Not least, I would emphasize that this vol-
ume observes all the scientific research rigours.
Nonetheless, each chapter in this volume was
presented in a user-friendly manner, meant fo
get the readers interest on the tremendous repos-
itory of statistical data owned by our institute.

Another major event in 2018 was the
Conference of the Directors General of the na-
tional Statistical Institutes (DGINS) organised
for the first time in Bucharest. The subject-mat-
ter of the Conference is of huge importance for
all the organisations producing official statistics
in Europe: the use of Big Data in producing
new statistical indicators. The Conference
works revealed that it is absolutely necessary to

Jfind new ways of producing statistical data so
that users receive high quality indicators in a
timely manner.

We have concluded a year that makes me
sure that the activity of the National Institute
of Statistics will be a landmark for the taking
over of the Presidency of the European Union
Council on statistical matters in the first half of
2019 and the anniversary of 160 years of offi-
cial statistics in July 2019.

Tudorel ANDREI

President of

the National Institute of Statistics
yZ)‘U
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INTRODUCTION

MISSION AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Official statistics is one of the key com-
ponents of the knowledge process, while
bearing in mind that it is one of the es-
sential pillars of good governance of so-
ciety. It ensures, on the basis of quanti-
tative assessments, the substantiation of
decision-making at both micro and mac-
ro-economic levels.

In order to meet the public utility crite-
ria, the statistics must be relevant, accurate
and timely, so as to ensure the satisfaction
of all statistical data users categories.

The first condition for statistics to an-
swer its vocation and role in the society
is to provide an institutional, functional
and methodological framework for the
National Institute of Statistics (NIS), as a
specialised body of the central public
administration, vested in the duties and
functions of the official statistics coordina-
tor in Romania.

The activity of the National Institute of
Statistics is regulated by Law No 226/2009
on the organisation and functioning of
official statistics in Romania, as amended.
The law has established the setting up
of the National Statistical System (NSS),
which brings together the main producers
of official statistics in a unified, coordinat-
ed and coherent whole where the NIS is
prevalent, whose objective could be fully
identified with the operational statistics
dedicated to research, through specific
methods, the economic and social phe-
nomena and processes.

Through its activities, the NIS sought to
ensure the development of mechanisms
and tools adapted to the pursuit of sta-
tistical activities according to priorities, to
strengthen the NSS structure and func-
tionality and to improve its capability to
meet the needs of statistical data and in-
formation users.

NIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE GOVERNANCE
OBJECTIVES AND TO ROMANIA'S COMMITMENTS

In defining the priorities of the statisti-
cal programmes, a number of cross-cut-
ting issues have been taken into account,
which are of strategic importance for the
development of official statistics, such as:

» the way in which strategic objec-
tives contribute to European integration;

» the cooperation with statistical
data users and producers;

= the adaptability of statistical pro-
cesses to the NSS requirements and the
adequacy of the methodological tools.

The National Institute of Statistics also
took into account the cost-effectiveness
of the statistics produced, by ensuring a
coherent and rational vision of statistical
priorities, with a view to making the best
possible use of available resources and to
reduce the response burden.

In a comprehensive view, the statisti-
cal production process includes the de-
signing, surveying and methodological
development activities, the production
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of statistical data and the dissemination of
statistical products and services.

The production of statistical data
and information is the core set of the
Institute’s activities, integrating various
production processes which have made
use of the vast majority of available hu-
man, material and financial resources.

The statistical production was pre-
dominantly driven by the demand for
statistical data. The reflection of infor-
mation requirements has resulted from
a long-lasting process of consultation
between the producers and the users
of official statistics, and the outcome of
these consultations has been document-
ed in the 2018 Annual National Statistical
Programme (ANSP), which provided the
legal basis for requests addressed to data
providers — businesses, households and
individuals, public or private organisa-
tions.

The Annual National Statistical
Programme (ANSP) also represented
the basis for the allocation of necessary
resources, particularly as regards the fi-
nancing of statistical activities. The pro-
gramme brought together in a compre-
hensive and coherent whole the basic
statistical works, oriented towards meet-
ing the needs of all user categories by
providing the utmost comprehensive and
quality statistical information and data.

The structure of the Annual National
Statistical Programme (ANSP) for 2018
highlights statistical surveys, statisti-
cal works, studies and publications on
well-defined areas, as well as other op-
erations, which are necessary for the ef-
ficient production of quality statistical
data, such as: development of general

utility classifications and nomenclatures,
development and administration of sta-
tistical registers, management of sam-
pling bases, management of databases
and metadata, etc.

With a view to ensure data volume
completeness and the diminution of re-
spondents’ burden, more than 90 collab-
oration protocols and agreements have
been concluded.

In order to obtain all the indicators
foreseen in the Annual National Statistical
Programme (ANSP) for 2018, the National
Institute of Statistics collects and cen-
tralises data from about 2,940,000 sta-
tistical units (economic operators, public
Instituions and authorities and popula-
tion households), through 153 statistical
surveys and all these activities resulted in
the drawing up of 92 studies, works and
statistical analyses and 31 quality reports.

The dissemination of statistical infor-
mation was made through about 300
press releases and 90 titles of statistical
publications.
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Drawing up the chapter Romania:
institutional dynamics and policy evolutions,
in collaboration with Mr. llie Dumitrescu
(NIS) and Mr. Bogdan Murgescu (University
of Bucharest) primarily represented an
activity of reflecting on the content,
selected pieces of information and format
of this very chapter, meant to outline the
institutional evolution of Romania, as well
as its political system.

The anniversary volume “Romania, a
Century of History — Statistical Data”
IS a necessary and welcome approach,

Roménia, unsecolde storie whose pages provide easy access to
statistical data and core information on
Romania’s history, while also -showing
us the meaningful existence of a “main
producer of official statistical data”
that is also their depositary, missions
successfully accomplished by the National
Institute of Statistics.

The volume provides the reader with
valuable pieces of information — some of
them quite rare — for setting up his own
views. It could be read for both acquiring
a specialised documentation and for better
understanding Romania’s history.

A NECESSARY Lecturer Andrei Florin SORA, PhD
UNDERTAKING
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Romdnia, un secol de istorie:
date statistice
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100 YEARS OF HISTORY

While being or not a reference in
literature, the wvolume “Romania, a
Centur_y of History — Statistical Data”
s an zmpon‘ant paper since statistical
products (data and indicators) provides
the daily reader with an overview
upon facts happened during a century

on our ancestral lands.

10 be the coordinator of some chapters

of such an exhaustive volume is first of

all a way of showing respect to all the
valuable co-authors who assumed the
commitment of finalising such a com-
plex and meaningful paper. 1o be the
coordinator is rather a commitment
to make all possible efforts so that this
volume, with an utmost complex con-
tent, would reach all the envisaged
objectives.

Bearing in mind the daily pro-
fessional tasks, 1 appreciate that the
reatest importance should be given fo
this volume, the fourth from the cycle
‘Knowing Romania” and that no
additional effort is enough in the will-
ingness of launching a book not only
for libraries, but a reference for our
patriotic reader. Normally, the honour
ofbeing the coordinator of some c/mp—
ters in this volume, hugely for myself, is

rather a przmlege than an obligation.

Newvertheless, in the pulling together
activity, and this is the term I would
rather use instead of “coordination”, 1
eel each and every moment the plea-

sure of following the road to fulfilment.

By the end of the creative endeavours
of the whole team of authors, equally
well-known and scientifically valua-
ble, I dare to believe that it is an ex-
ceptional paper issued under the aegis
of the National Institute of Statistics.

100 years of history could be illus-
trated in many ways, but Lam conﬁdem‘
that a synthesis supporfed by ﬁgures is
even more suggesz‘we and meaning-
ful. Thus, gwen the neatness, but at
the same time the complexity of data,
the reader could further identify some
other wvalences suggesting Romania’s
development over the century.

The paper contents envisaged the
illustration, rather in figures than in
wordings, of the long way, toilsome but
successfully ﬁnalzsed in results, traced
by Romania since December 1%, 1918
till the same calendar day when we are
Joyfully celebrating the “Centenary of
the great Union”.

1 allow myself to believe that this pa-
per is relevant to the general public in
the sense that it offers more than opin-
ions, certain facts that allow everyone
to draw their own conclusions. I think
the paper is plem‘zful of data and in-
formation, sometimes leaving room for
more details, which may suggest to any

atriot how Romania has evolved and
can still evolve to make Romania much
more dynamic and prosperous.

Prof. Constantin ANGHELACHE, PhD
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ACTIVITIES

The most important achievements of
2018, by statistical production domain, are
hereby presented.

MACROECONOMIC STATISTICS AND
SECTORAL ECONOMIC STATISTICS

« NATIONAL ACCOUNTS

The full range of macroeconomic indi-
cators in the system of national accounts,
as fundamental indicators of the economy,
were in the focus of the NIS concerns, ori-
ented towards aligning the techniques and
methods for estimating indicators, on the
one hand, and on connecting the results of
these estimates to EU standards and rules,
on the other hand.

As an outstanding achievement in the
field, the following are worth mentioning:

» attending the regular meetings or-
ganised by Eurostat on National Accounts
(DMES, GNI, NAWG, CMFB, EDP, TF COFOG,
TF GFS, regional accounts, TF quarterly ac-
counts of institutional sectors);

= continuing the process of improving
exhaustiveness of GNI through the imple-
mentation of exemptions;

" ensuring consistency between gen-
eral government accounts, institutional
sector accounts and key macroeconomic
aggregates for both annual and quarterly
data for the period 2007-2016;

= “flash” estimates at t + 45 days for
employmentin Q Ill 2018;

= developing the capacity and meth-
odology for carrying out and validating

seasonal adjustments to the quarterly and
sectoral non-financial accounts, as well
as of data on employment for the series
1995-2018;

» delivering the results of some action
points to Eurostat, according to schedule;

» participating in the pilot exercise to
identify multinational companies;

= compiling the annual national ac-
counts, the institutional and regional sector
accounts, for the reference year 2016 in the
final version and the provisional and semi-fi-
nal version for the annual accounts and the
institutional sectors accounts for the refer-
ence year 2017;

= compiling the quarterly accounts for
2017;

= settling in advance certain deroga-
tions, the transmission deadline being 2020;

»  continuing the works on the grant
envisaging the improved quality of national
accounts, with the following objectives: es-
timated gross capital formation transactions
divided by industry and non-financial as-
sets included in the ESA 2010 Transmission
Programme and the cross classification of
fixed assets by industry and the balance
sheets for non-financial assets included
in the ESA 2010 Transmission Programme,
where derogations are subject to expiry in
2020.

« GOVERNMENT FINANCE STATISTICS
In the area of government finance sta-
tistics, we mention the following achieve-

ments during 2018:

= two reports were made respectively
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in March and September of the financing
capacity (+)/net borrowing (-) (B.9)/and the
public debt for the period 2014-2017 ac-
cording to ESA 2010 in the context of the
Excessive Deficit Procedure;

= the sequence of non-financial ac-
counts of the general government sector
has been developed for the year 2017 ac-
cording to ESA 2010;

= the tables corresponding to the
transmission programme of the ESA 2010
in the area of public finance for 2017 were
compiled (“Main aggregates of general
government”; “Breakdown by type of taxes
and contributions received by sub-sectors”;
list of National Taxes; “General govern-
ment expenditure by COFOG function and
sub-sectors”;

= the sequence of quarterly non-fi-
nancial accounts of the general government
sector has been developed for Q IV 2017
and Q1,Qlland QI 2018;

= thefinal consumption of the general
government sector has been calculated for
the reference year 2017;

= the 50 % test was applied for the ref-
erence year 2017 for the public companies
under observation;

= certain derogations were settled
in advance, with the transmission deadline
2020 (estimation of general government ex-
penditure by COFOG level 2 function for the
period 2004-2006);

= new methodological aspects of the
Debt and Deficit Manual and the Eurostat
Decisions in the area of public finance statis-
tics were implemented.

« REGIONAL ACCOUNTS STATISTICS
In the field of regional accounts statis-
tics, the following activities were carried

outin 2018:

= regional national accounts for 2016

have been compiled in accordance with
the ESA 2010 (Gross Domestic Product at
NUTS Il level, compensation of employ-
ees at NUTS Il level, gross fixed capital
formation at NUTS Il level, employment —
thousands of persons at NUTS Ill level and
employment — hours worked at NUTS I
level);

= regional accounts for the house-
holds sector were compiled (allocation of
primary income account and secondary
distribution of income account) for the ref-
erence year 2016;

» regional tables (1000, 1001, 1002,
1200 and 1300) were compiled on the basis
of the ESA 2010 Transmission Programme;

» regional accounts (Gross Domestic
Product at NUTS IIl level, compensation
of employees at NUTS Il level, gross fixed
capital formation at NUTS Il level) were re-
vised for the period 2007-2015.

EUROSTAT missions in Romania

In the area of own resource during
the period 25-26 January 2018, the inspec-
tion of the European Commission repre-
sentatives on “Statements of the VAT own
resources base for the years 2012-2014
with a view to apply Council Regulation
(EC) No 608/2014 on the collection of own
resources accruing from VAT” took place.

In the area of public finances statis-
tics, the standard Eurostat dialogue vis-
it took place between 6 and 8 February
2018.

This visit took place in the context of the
Excessive Deficit Procedure in accordance
with Article 11 (1) of Regulation (EC) No
479/2009, as amended by Regulation (EU)
No 679/2010, with the following objectives:

= verifying the quality of the statistical



data reported in March and September
2017 and the application of the require-
ments of the new Regulation No 549/2013
of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 21 May 2013 on the European
system of national and regional accounts in
the EU (ESA 2010);

» implementing the provisions of the
Debt and Deficit Manual and the Eurostat
decisions in the area of public finances
statistics.

« PRICE STATISTICS

In the field of price statistics, the follow-
ing activities were carried out in 2018:

= changing the base year for industri-
al production price indices on services, agri-
cultural inputs and outputs;

= high quality and timely production
of indicators in the area of consumer pric-
es, industrial production, services, housing,
agricultural inputs and outputs, by using
methodologies that are sound and in line
with international standards and the provi-
sion of these indicators to decision-makers
and the general public;

= coordinating at national level the
activities established under the European
Comparison Programme (ECP), the main
provider of indicators on purchasing pow-
er parity and on the price convergence at
European level;

= testing the software for online col-
lection of prices for the products and servic-
es available for sale on Romanian websites;

= preparing the necessary materials
and presenting them in the framework of
the Eurostat expert monitoring visit on the
compliance of the harmonised indices of
consumer prices;

= developing a plan of measures to
improve the statistical system of consumer
prices.
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Activities carried out and results ob-
tained in expanding the use of admin-
istrative data sources:

» continuous monitoring of na-
tional legislation in the field of pric-
es (electricity, natural gas, agricultural
land, etc.);

= regular monitoring of electricity
prices by using the comparator of stand-
ard-bidding for the supply of electricity
and natural gas;

*= regular monitoring of the tele-
com standard-bidding comparator;

= transmission of questionnaires
and collection of data on personnel
costs and the average number of em-
ployees on certain healthcare and pub-
lic administration occupations;

» requesting information on the
market for telecom, post, electricity and
natural gas, railway transport, necessary
to establish the weighting systems.

ECONOMIC STATISTICS

The activities in the field of economic
statistics have been carried out in line with
the provisions of the European Statistical
System (ESS) within the statutory deadlines
and envisaging, on the one hand, the im-
proved quality of the data collected, pro-
cessed and disseminated, and to stimulate
the perception and education of the statis-
tical awareness of the information provid-
ers.

The modernisation of agricultural and
business statistics, in order to make the col-
lection more efficient and to produce statis-
tics at EU level, were the major concern for
the entire European statistical community
in 2018.The NIS experts worked closely with
their counterparts in the other EU Member
States and Eurostat throughout the process
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of drafting the new Regulations — the
Regulation for Integrated Farm Statistics
(IFS) and the Framework Regulation
Integrating Business Statistics (FRIBS), as
well as on the preparation of their im-
plementation, after the adoption by the
European Parliament and the Council.

The NIS experts in the field of business
statistics (short-term statistics, structural
business statistics, foreign trade and sta-
tistical business register) have continued
to participate in the actions launched by
Eurostat in the context of the European
Statistical System Vision 2020 for reviewing
and integrating the economic legislation
in FRIBS and for preparing the implemen-
tation of the new Regulation requirements,
by performing complex analyses of the
various legislative and technical aspects of
the basic Regulation identified during the
adoption procedure.

The expansion of globalisation has led
the National Statistical Institutes of the EU
Member States to introduce new methods
of measuring it. In the period from July
2017 to December 2018, the NIS participat-
ed, through an inter-departmental team of
experts from the Directorate for Structural
Business Statistics, the Directorate of Short-
term Economic Indicators, the Directorate
for Foreign Trade Statistics, the Directorate
of Statistical Business Register and the
Directorate of National Accounts, to the
implementation of the Integrated Global
Accounts and Global Production (IGA) pro-
ject.

The participation of experts from the
Directorate of Short-term Economic indica-
tors, the Directorate for Structural Business
Statistics and the Directorate of Statistical
Business Register in the activities of enter-
prise groups profiling.

The participation of experts in the
Committee for revising the National
Strategy for the Sustainable Development
of Romania 2030, establishing the National
Framework to support Agenda 2030 and
implementing the set of 17 Sustainable
Development Goals.

« AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND ENVIRON-
MENT STATISTICS

Continuing the preparatory works
on the organisation and conduct of the
General Agricultural Census (GAC) in
2020, which include:

» participation in the training grant-
ed by a World Bank expert on the design
of smart electronic questionnaires, with
Survey Solutions application, for the statis-
tical data collection by using CAPI method
(2nd round 29 January — 2 February 2018);

» participation in the process of
adopting the Regulation on Integrated
Farm Statistics 2018/1091 (published in
the Official Journal on 7 August 2018) and
the Commission Implementing Regulation
(EU) 2018/1874 of 29 November 2018 on
the data to be provided for 2020 under
Regulation (EU) 2018/1091 of the European
Parliament and of the Council on integrat-
ed farm statistics (published in the Official
Journal on 30 November 2018);

* carrying out the inventory and
documentation of data collection modes
in farm structure surveys in 2010, 2013 and
2016 in all EU Member States; analysis of
the legal framework used by Poland at the
2010 GAG;

= drafting the law on conducting the
2020 GAC in Romania;

»=  submitting the draft law on con-
ducting the 2020 GAC in Romania, for en-
dorsement, to the Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development, the Ministry



of Administration and the Interior, the
Ministry of Regional Development and
Public Administration, the National Agency
for Cadastre and Land Registration,
the National Supervisory Authority for
Personal Data Processing, Association of
Romanian Towns, Association of Romanian
Communes;

= organising meetings for the pres-
entation and discussion of the draft law on
conducting the 2020 GAC in Romania;

= analysing the observations and
proposals received from Instituions and
formulation of replies;

=  submitting the draft law to the
Government Secretariat General for en-
dorsement in November 2018;

= Jaunching the activities from the
grant “Modernisation of agricultural statis-
tics” signed with Eurostat, which is prepar-
ing the achievement of 2020 GAG;

= processing of the structural indi-
cators in agriculture and the environment
according to the NRDP requirements;

= participation in the development
at the European community level of the
Regulation implementing Regulation
(EC) on Farm Level Statistics (IFS) for the
achievement of 2020 GAC;

= implementing some new envi-
ronmental accounts — Forest Economic
Account and Environmental Protection
Expenditure Account;

= evaluating the national statistical
system in view to provide data for mon-
itoring the 2030 Development Agenda;
Involvement in the collection, analysis
and dissemination of the set of sustaina-
ble development indicators, approved in
September 2016, for measuring the im-
plementation of the 2030 Development
Agenda;

* launching the actions from the
grant signed with Eurostat” Establishing
a statistical system of data on the balance
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of the main cereals and oilseeds crops, in
accordance with the common EU meth-
odology”, which sets out the calculation
methodology for these balance sheets
to be submitted to Eurostat on an annual
basis;

* launching the actions from the
Eurostat grant in the area of environmental
accounts, with 2 modules: Environmental
Subsidies and Similar Transfers (ESST) and
Environmental-Economic Material Flows
Account (WE-MFA).

« SHORT-TERM ECONOMIC INDICATORS
STATISTICS

» recalculation and dissemination of
the data series of data in the field of the
short term indicators, according to the new
base year 2015, for the period January 2015
to December 2017 and the implementation
of the monthly calculation with the base
year 2015;

» analysis and reconciliation of data
from annual and short-term business
statistics;

= finalisation of activities foreseen
in the grant “Actions for the modernisa-
tion of PRODCOM compilation”, a grant
signed with Eurostat, for the preparation
of the use of KAU (Kind of Activity Unit)
as observation unit in PRODCOM statis-
tics, as well as for the development and
review of practices related to data con-
fidentiality with a view to increasing the
volume of disseminated information;

» completion of the activities fore-
seen in the grant “Implementation of
STS”, signed with Eurostat for the pur-
pose of analysing, identifying the causes
and the diminution of revisions for the first
estimates of the volume index in construc-
tion, analysis of data from administrative
sources, the development of a method for
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ROMANIA, A
CENTURY OF
HISTORY -

STATISTICAL

DATA

“Keep you of your time and try to be
at the height of the people” Victor Hugo
— Les feuilles d'automne

The appointment in this project team
was both a real honour and a privilege to
transpose in graphic format this volume.

Looking back at everyt/ying that
was done in a very short time for the
Romanian and Englzs/y versions, and
to the opportunity that our colleagues
pay tribute to the statistics in a year of
celebration, we hope that his work will
bring the readers in the atmosphere of
a century of Romania’s existence on the
basis of statistical data.

In Chapter 15 of the Romanian ver-

sion we have introduced some official

documents and some facsimile documents
which are part of the National Romanian
Archives patrimony, so that readers
could appreciate it for their novelty and
the value of the signatories.

This chapter is devoted, with grateful
remembrance and the deepest feelings of
gratitude, to those who have served offi-
cial statistics with honesty and faith and
have passed away while dedicating their
lives to this noble profession of statisti-
cian, to those retired and those who will
take the profession further. Long live

Great Romania! Long live statisticians!

Vitty-Cristian CHIRAN,
Director
Directorate of Statistical Publications Editing
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estimating monthly data on the basis of
administrative reports and the implemen-
tation of FRIBS provisions at a national
level, respectively the calculation of the
volume index in constructing on divisions
in CANE rev. 2;

= Jaunch of activities in the grant
“Modernisation of PRODCOM statistics
production” signed with Eurostat. The
project is carried out jointly with the
Directorate of Foreign Trade Statistics and
aims at improving the quality and consist-
ency of the data on industrial production
and international trade in goods, the cal-
culation of aggregate production and for-
eign trade data at CPA level, 2 and 4 digits
CANE Rev. 2, as well as the development
and review of data confidentiality practic-
es with a view to increasing the volume of
data disseminated.

= continuation of actionsin the grant
signed with Eurostat in the field of science
and technology “Research and develop-
ment (R & D) and innovation statistics in
2018" — Community Innovation Survey
(CIS 2018), which runs from 01.01.2018 to
30.06.2020 and aims at: designing and
implementing in the statistical question-
naires on R & D activity of the new indi-
cators in the field in accordance with the
Frascati Manual 2015; analysing and eval-
uating the results, as well as designing
the new questionnaire if CIS 2018 in line
with Eurostat requirements; analysing
and evaluating the results; comparing
and analysing the data from the innova-
tion survey with other statistical surveys
conducted by the NIS in view to identify
enterprises with innovative impact. In the
framework of the grant activities there
have been designed and launched the
additional modules for the R & D activity
and work started to identify the innova-
tive profile of enterprises for the innova-
tion activity.

» participation in the drafting of
proposals for amendments to the law on
the organisation and conduct of the tour-
ism activity in Romania initiated by the
Ministry of Tourism;

= participation in working group
on the Tourism Satellite Account (TSA)
organised in Luxembourg on the in-
itiative of Eurostat and by DG GROW
(Directorate General for Internal Market,
Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs
of the European Commission), together
with representatives from all EU Member
States, EFTA countries and candidate and
potential candidate countries and OECD,
which have implemented or intend to im-
plement TSA in the near future.

= attending the courses organised
by a World Bank expert on the ques-
tionnaires design based on the software
Survey Solutions for the collection of sta-
tistical data from households by statis-
tical operators in the field of tourism, by
means of CAPI and CAWI (second round
29 January to 2 February 2018). Examples
were shown in the questionnaire for the
statistical survey on tourism by using the
Survey Solution software. It was designed
for filling in through specific devices (tab-
lets, telephones, etc.) and the primary
conditions of the logical control were
introduced.

=  carrying out a pilot country survey,
established at the recent meetings of the
working groups on tourism statistics, to
support work on the provision of new evi-
dence on the inclusion of tourism trade in
added value. This exploratory work looks
at the potential benefits of tourism anal-
ysis from the perspective of value added
trade, as well as at statistical limitations
and priority actions to achieve progress
— progress report.

»  transmission of data to the UNWTO
for the Compendium and the Tourism



Statistics Yearbook for the period 2013-
2018 (3 questionnaires) in order to main-
tain the database with updated tourism
statistics, requesting for the revision of
previously completed data and notes.

= working meetings with the
Ministry of Tourism representatives on
the continuous update of the state of
play of the authorised tourist accommo-
dation structures which were introduced
through the IT system SIET.

= working meetings with tourism
industry representatives to discuss the
importance of the data collected and dis-
seminated in the field of tourism statistics.
There have been discussions related to the
works of collecting data from the tourist
reception facilities, the software in which
the statistical data are entered, the statis-
tical questionnaires in the field of tourism
used by the NIS in collecting the data, the
difficulties faced in the collection of statis-
tical data in the Danube Delta area.

« STRUCTURAL BUSINESS STATISTICS

= continued work on improving the
statistical processes in view to implement
the definition of enterprise, respectively
the collection of data from the main mul-
tinational and national groups in order to
identify the ways fir integrated calculation
of statistical data. The actions relating to
the plan agreed with Eurostat on the in-
troduction of the “enterprise” statistical
unit in structural statistics have been im-
plemented in structural business statistics.
Likewise, together with the Directorate of
National Accounts, the Statistical Business
Register and the Directorate of Foreign
Trade Statistics, information on multina-
tional groups has been compiled and pro-
vided in the framework of the “GNI-MNE"
exercise (Gross National Income — Multi-
National Enterprises);
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= continued use of administrative
sources for annual business statistics
(in structural statistics, for about 43% of
companies in the sample, administrative
sources were solely used);

= analysis and reconciliation of data
from annual and short-term business
statistics;

= completing the collection and pro-
cessing of global value chain information
and international outsourcing through
the Eurostat grant;

= collection of statistical information
on the use of robotics, “big data” sets and
3D printing processes by enterprises;

* carrying out the activities fore-
seen in the grant contract “Passenger
mobility and road traffic statistics”, signed
with Eurostat, namely the collection of
information based on which the passen-
ger mobility indicators were produced
for the first time, in accordance with the
Eurostat methodology and recommenda-
tions. Within the same grant there have
been produced road traffic indicators
(vehicle - kilometres) by the Romanian
Automotive Register (RAR) on the basis of
odometer reading, transmitted by the NIS
to Eurostat;

= in June 2018, data on the volume
of transport by intermodal transport units
in tonnes, tonne-kilometres, TEU and
TEU-kilometres, national transport, inter-
national transport for rail, road, sea and
inland waterways modes were transmit-
ted to Eurostat for 2017;

» during 20-21 November 2018,
the workshop of the group “Structural
Business Statistics”, organised jointly by
Eurostat and NIS Romania, with the par-
ticipation of Eurostat representatives from
the “G2 - European businesses” unit, 43
experts from EU Member States, EU can-
didate countries and the OECD was held
at the NIS headquarters.



22 | NIS ANNUAL REPORT 2018
- FOREIGN TRADE STATISTICS

In the field of international trade in
goods statistics, NIS continued the pro-
duction of statistics on the basis of the two
Intrastat and Extrastat statistical systems,
observing the legal deadlines and envisag-
ing, on the one hand, to improve the quali-
ty of the data collected, processed and dis-
seminated and to stimulate the perception
and the statistical literacy of the informa-
tion providers.

Through the combined efforts of the ex-
perts from the Directorate of Foreign Trade
Statistics and the Directorate General for
IT and Statistics Infrastructure, the func-
tioning and management of the Intrastat
statistical system was ensured, based on
a monthly census-type statistical survey
covering over 20,000 economic operators
from which data are collected for more
than 500,000 transactions per month.

The NIS experts have provided statisti-
cal information providers with the statisti-
cal toolkit for electronic reporting, techni-
cal help-desk and methodological support
services.

The most important achievements in
the field of international trade in goods
statistics were as follows:

= ensuring a secured channel for
large volume data transfer between the
NIS and the Ministry of Public Finance
through the National Centre for Financial
Intelligence, for the transmission of tax
return (VAT and VIES) data and from the
customs declarations of export and import
to the NIS — Directorate of Foreign Trade
Statistics;

= participation in the Intrastat
Expert Working Group on the Exchange of

Intra-EU Trade microdata under the project
“Modernisation of Intrastat” carried out
by Eurostat in close cooperation with EU
Member States;

» attendance of regular meetings of
the Group on International Trade Statistics
in Goods Coordination and the works of
the subordinated working groups organ-
ised by Eurostat, namely:

- working group on the methodolo-
gy of international trade in goods sta-
tistics;

- working group on the production
and quality of international trade in
goods statistics.

» participation in reconciliation ex-
ercises to reduce bilateral asymmetries
in foreign trade in goods data: conduct-
ing bilateral reconciliation exercises with
Germany and the Netherlands to reduce
asymmetries in these data;

= drawing up a first detailed analysis
of the possibilities to align international
trade in goods with the requirements of
the Balance of Payments Manual BPM 6, in
the context of globalisation;

= collaborating to the development
of a methodology for linking/correlating
international trade in goods data with
production data; participation in the de-
velopment of a matching matrix for the
PRODROM and CN products;

= compiling the monthly matrices
with export and import data for the calcu-
lation of environmental accounts, broken
down by MFA codes, CN codes, Intra-EU,
Extra-EU, etc. for the period 2013-2018;

* launching the actions in the frame-
work of the grant of the “Implementation
of the redesigned and modernised
Intrastat system” and draw up the docu-
mentation necessary for implementing
the grant “Improving IT security in the ESS
for the exchange of confidential statistical
information”.



Collaboration with other public institutions

In the field of economic statistics, there
was a solid inter-institutional collaboration
in 2018, based on existing agreements and
protocols concluded between the NIS and
other public institutions, including the fol-
lowing: Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development, Ministry of Public Finance,
National Bank of Romania, Ministry of
Research, Ministry of Tourism, Ministry
of Economy, National Commission for
Strategy and Prognosis, National Agency
for Environmental Protection, Romanian
Automotive Register, etc.

Steps have also been taken to conclude/
update collaboration arrangements with
the Agency for Payments and Intervention
for Agriculture and the National Sanitary
Veterinary and Food Safety Authority
(ANSVSA), in order to use the information
for the preparation and implementation
of GAC 2020; with the Romanian Railway
Authority — AFER on the use of adminis-
trative sources for the production of data
in transport statistics; with the National
Environmental Protection Agency to use
the information in the Emission Inventories
to produce Air Emission Accounts.

It is also worth mentioning the partic-
ipations in a range of inter-institutional
committees coordinated by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Development; in
the inter-ministerial committee for the co-
ordination of environmental protection
integration in sectoral policies and strat-
egies at national level, coordinated by the
Ministry of the Environment; in the National
Council for the Coordination of policies to
reduce harmful drinking in Romania; in
the committee for drafting the revised
National Strategy for Romania’s Sustainable
Development 2030.
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Technical assistance was provided dur-
ing the study visit paid by experts in the
field of agriculture and industry statistics
concerning statistics on animal production
undertaken in the period 17-21.09.2018 by
representatives of the statistical offices of
Albania, Kosovo, Serbia and Montenegro.

Difficulties in economic statistical activity in 2018
and how to overcome them

Statistics on agriculture, forestry and
the environment

In the area of agricultural, environmen-
tal and forestry statistics, particular efforts
have been made to maintain the quality of
statistical information produced and dis-
seminated within the deadlines, while hu-
man resources in this area are limited, while
the difficult collaboration and the lack of
effective communication with the line in-
stitutions on issues of agricultural and en-
vironmental statistics hindered the accom-
plishment of field-specific activities as well
as the preparation of the GAC 2020.

Insufficient staff in the field of sustain-
able development make it difficult to fulfil
the role of the NIS in carrying out the ac-
tivities of collecting, analysing and dissemi-
nating the revised set of sustainable devel-
opment indicators, approved in September
2016, for measuring the implementation of
the 2030 Development Agenda.

Short-term economic indicators sta-
tistics

The main difficulty encountered in 2018
was oversizing of the workload of employ-
ees due to frequent interruptions in the
operation of the ESoP portal for collecting
statistical data and the IT network at the NIS
level, as well as the staff shortage.
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For 2019, the staff problem has been
partly solved and the technical problems
will be resolved by redesigning the config-
uration of the internal IT system.

Another difficulty was the inability of
central public institutions to address the is-
sue of the reporting on production, import
and expo