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HOUSEHOLD LABOUR FORCE SURVEY 
(LFS) 2007 

 
QUALITY REPORT 

 
 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
 
THE DESIGN AND METHODS USED FOR THE LFS 
 
Coverage 
 
There is no specific national legislation concerning obligation to provide information for the 
survey, and participation in the survey is voluntary. 
The whole country is covered and only the private households are surveyed. 
The target population includes persons residents in Romania. 
 
Inclusion/exclusion criteria for members of the household 
 
The survey covers all the members of the selected households including the persons absent from 
home for a longer period (over 6 months), if they are preserving family relations with the 
household to which they belong, such as: 

- pupils and students away for study; 
- persons left for work; 
- prisoners; 
- persons temporary in hospitals or sanatoria for medical cure, 

and they are surveyed via the relatives living in the selected households. 
 
Persons permanently living in collective units (elderly, handicapped, workers hostels, 
sanatoria etc.) are not included in the survey. 
 
Reference week 
 
Reference period (for most of the questions) was the week, from Monday to Sunday, before the 
registration. Starting with 1996, the reference weeks are evenly spread throughout entire year. 
 
Periodicity of the results 
 
Starting with 1996, the household labour force survey is quarterly carried out, as a continuous 
research, thus allowing to get short-term data on the size and structure of labour force supply 
and to point out seasonal phenomena taking place on the labour market. The survey provides 
quarterly and annually (averages) results. 
 
Sampling Plan 
 
Because of the lack of appropriate registers (dwelling register, population register etc), the 
household surveys carried out by INS-Romania are based on the repeated use of a master 
sample, which involves further the use of multi-stage sampling designs.  
LFS sampling design has been founded on a two-stage sampling technique. 
The sampling plan is a two-stage probability sampling of clusters of housing units. 



ROMANIAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR STATISTICS 
Quality Report On 2007 Structure of Household Labour Force Survey (LFS) 

 

2 

 
In the first stage, a stratified random sample of 780 areas, Primary Sampling Units (PSUs), was 
designed after the 2002 census, using as stratification criteria the residence area and county. 
This is the Multifunctional Sample of Territorial Areas, so called the master sample EMZOT. 
 
In the second stage, 9360 clusters, composed of three housing units each, are systematically 
selected from the initial sample of PSUs. The final sample consists of 28 080 dwelling units. All 
households within each sampling unit are included. 
 
The sample is built up based on the dwellings rotation proceeding (“rotational scheme 2-2-2”), 
having as basic principle the following technique: a dwelling is surveyed for two successive 
quarters, it is temporarily taken out from the survey in the next two quarters, it is introduced 
again in the survey in the next two quarters, then it is taken out for good from the survey. 
Therefore, a dwelling is administered for 6 quarters. 
 
Base used for the sample  
 
During 2002-2003 years, the master sample EMZOT was designed on the basis of the 
information provided by the Census of the Population and Dwellings from 2002, aiming to 
obtain a sampling reserve for the household surveys to be conducted in the inter-censual period.    
 
EMZOT was created by including the 780 groups of census sections.  
The 780 census sections composing EMZOT at the time being are the primary sampling units 
(PSU), being distributed on the two areas as follows: 

- 427 PSU in urban area; 
- 353 PSU in rural area. 

 
EMZOT is a stratified sample. Stratification criteria were county and urban/rural area, resulting 
88 strata. In order to select UP, within every stratum, the balanced method was used, by macro 
CUBE. 
 
A PSU contains about 2000 dwellings. 
 
Sample unit 
 
The primary sampling unit, corresponding to the selection of the master sample, has been a 
group of census sections. 
 
The secondary (ultimate) sampling unit, corresponding to the selection of the survey sample, has 
been the cluster of 3 dwellings.  
 
Overall sampling rate 
 
The overall sampling rate, estimated as ratio between number of sampled dwellings, after the 
two sampling stages, and number of dwellings at country level, is about 0.38 %.  
 
Size of the sample 
 
Beginning with 2004 the size of the survey sample is 28080 dwellings each quarter. 
According to the methodology adopted by Romanian INS for its household surveys, a dwelling 
may contain one or many households (still, not very frequent cases, usually a dwelling 
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comprising only one household). Thus, in case of LFS, all the households belonging to the 
sampled dwellings, as well as all the persons of 15 years old and over, living in those 
households, are surveyed. 
 
In these conditions, the size of the household sample, as well as the size of persons sample, are 
random variables, depending on the sampled dwellings. 
 
Stratification 
 
Stratification concerns only the first stage sampling. There are 88 strata; the criteria used being 
the area (urban or rural) and the county (NUTS-3 level) where a certain PSU is located. 
 
Brief description of the method of calculating the weights 
 
The final weights, used to obtain estimates at household level and person level, as well, are 
obtained following, basically, a 3-step procedure. 
 
The first step assigns the inverse of the selection probabilities to each sampled dwelling unit. 
 
The second step adjusts for non-response, categorising the responding dwelling units by the 
following characteristics: county and urban/rural residency. 
 
The third and final steps consists of calibrating the secondary weights to the best latest 
available population totals for every 8 regions (NUTS-2 level) by urban-rural area, gender,     
14 age groups and the  households totals, using the  SAS macro Calmar. In the calculation of 
weighting factors the totals known at population level from current demographic statistics, 
recalculated on 2002 Census population, available twice a year (1st of January and 1st of July) 
are used. The current demographic statistics used to calibrate the LFS estimates include the 
institutional population, too. 
 
At the end of this step, the final weights, which are different from household to household, are 
obtained and all the persons belonging to a certain household get the weight of that household.  
 
Data collection methods 
 
The data are collected only by face-to-face interviews - registration on paper-and-pencil. 
 
Data are collected with identical questionnaires through the whole year. The questionnaire is 
divided into two parts:  

- dwelling questionnaire;  
- individual questionnaire. 

 
The first consists of:  

- a part concerning information about the building and the dwelling: its destination, 
situation (previously surveyed, new in the sample, has to be excluded from the survey: 
destroyed, changed the destination, disappeared by fusion etc.), type (permanent, 
temporary), number of households living in; 

- a part for each household, addressed to all household members disregarding the age, 
collecting demographic and educational data, information concerning the relationship 
with the head of household, mobility in comparison with the previous survey and the 
presence in the household. 
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The individual questionnaire, addressed only to the household members aged 15 and over, 
consists in several parts: 

- general questions addressed to all persons aged 15 years and more (15 years was adopted 
as minimum age limit for defining the active population) which allow to guide the 
interview to the next modules of the questionnaire, depending on economic activity of 
the respondents; 

- questions addressed to persons who worked regarding their professional status, place of 
work, occupation, main and secondary activity, hours worked, willingness of another 
job, working at home, atypical work (shift work, evening work, night work, Saturday 
work, Sunday work); 

- questions addressed to persons who did not work (unemployed and inactive) regarding 
their professional status, activity, occupation and place of work before stop working, 
willingness for a job, reasons for not seeking job etc.; 

- questions addressed to persons who are seeking job (unemployed or employed who are 
seeking for another job), methods used for seeking job, availability for work etc.; 

- questions about main labour status during previous 3 months and situation with regard to 
activity one year before survey; 

- questions about training. 
 
Number of field staff  
 
National Institute of Statistics has the co-ordinating role and the 42 territorial divisions, 
proportional dimensioned with the region size, provide a good organisation and supervising of 
collection, processing and analysis activities. 
 
At the level of each territorial divisions, the staff involved in survey realisation is structured on 
three levels: 

- interviewers (780 persons); 
- supervisors (140 persons; 1 per 4-5 interviewers); 
- survey responsible (47 persons; 41 territorial divisions +6 districts of Bucharest). 

 
Supervisors (1 per 4-5) are controlling and guiding interviewers activity, are verifying 
questionnaires fulfilled by interviewers, coding variables to be coded from individual 
questionnaires and solving the errors occurred during the data entry. 
 
Survey responsible persons (one for each county) co-ordinates entire activity carried out in the 
county, insuring the control and checking, validation and data transmission to INS. 
 
Which method is used for the adjustment of non-response? 
 
The minimization of the effects induced by the presence of unit non-responses is sought through 
2 adjustments:  
 

• re-weighting  with the inverse of the response rate on response homogeneous groups; 
• re-weighting by calibration of the weights. 
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Users’ description 
 
Table 1.1. 
 

User Classification of user Description of user 
1 Eurostat 
2 

European level 
European Training Foundation, TORINO 

3 Ministry of Labour, Family and Equal 
Opportunities 

4 Ministry of Economy and Finance 
5 Ministry of Interior and Administrative Reform 
6 Ministry  for Small and Medium-Sized Comp., 

Trade, Tourism & Liberal Professions 
7 Ministry of Education, Research and Youth 
8 National Agency for Employment 
9 Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

10 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
11 Ministry of Transport 
12 Ministry of Public Health 
13 Ministry of Communications and Information 

Technology 
14 Ministry of Culture and Cults 
15 Ministry of Environment and Sustainable 

Development 
16 National Commission for Prognosis 
17 National statistical offices 
18 

National or regional level 

Other statistics – National Accounts, Agriculture 
Statistics Division 

19 ILO 
20 OECD 
21 UN 
22 IMF 
23 

Multi-national organisations 

World Bank 
24 Trade unions 
25 

Social actors 
Employers and employers' associations 

26 Media Various newspapers 
27 National Scientific Research Institute for Labour 

and Social Protection 
28 The Research Institute of National Economy 
29 The Research Institute for Quality of Life 
30 The Scientific Research Institute of Education 
31 Romanian Academy 
32 Academy for Economic Studies 
33 

Researchers, students 

Students, candidates for a doctor’s degree 
34 Enterprises enterprises and other private users 

 
 
 

1. RELEVANCE 
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Users’ needs 
 
a) Users' needs origin 
 
Table 1.2.a. 
 

Needs User (from 
table 1.1) In term of theoretical concepts Source Reference document 

1 Harmonised data on employment and 
unemployment – LFS and ad hoc 
modules micro data files 

CR no. 577/98 
and the related 
Commission 
Regulations 

Statistical Research 
Programme, National 
Plan for Development 
2007-2013 

3 Data series for short and medium 
term, for elaboration of strategies 
and policies on employment 
(including JAP)  

working parties 
(planned or/and ad 
hoc)  

Bilateral agreements 

4-16 Main indicators characterizing 
labour market used for studies, 
analysis and prognosis   

ad hoc requests Bilateral agreements 

18 Data series needed for estimation of 
hidden economy, of labour input in 
agriculture expressed in AWUs etc. 

INS internal 
program of 
activities, internal 
agreements  

Statistical Research 
Programme 

2, 17, 19-23 Data series for international 
comparisons, publications, studies 
and analysis  

Agreements on 
international           
co-operation 

Statistical Research 
Programme 

24 – 26, 34 Information on trends of labour 
market phenomena and comparisons 
with other countries  

INS duty to 
inform the public  

Statistical Research 
Programme 

27 - 33 Data series needed for detailed and 
complex  studies and analysis with 
regards to the trends of main 
segments of population within the 
labour market  

INS duty to 
inform the public; 
special requests 
received from the 
users  

Statistical Research 
Programme 

 
 
b) Users needs satisfaction 
 
 
Table 1.2.b. 
 

User (from 
table 1.1.) 

Measurement 
of user 

satisfaction? 

(Y/N) 

State to what extend these needs have 
been fulfilled in the users’ eyes  

Reference 
document on 

user 
satisfaction 

3-18, 24, 25,  

27-33 
Y Council of Co-ordinating the Statistical 

Activity  

Minutes of the 
CCSA 
meetings 
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Before finalising survey’ tools, the questionnaire and explanatory notes are sent to be studied to 
the main users of survey data: Ministry of Labour, the Family and Equal Opportunities, Ministry 
of Economy and Finance and National Commission for Prognosis. After few weeks agreed in 
advance meetings are held and each item is discussed. 
Based on their comments and observations some changes (variables added, breakdowns of some 
variables, updates of the legislation entered into force etc.) are operated before drafting the final 
version of the questionnaire. 
 
In Romania, official statistics is under the responsibility of National Institute for Statistics but, 
in order to ensure the objective, transparent and scientific, character of the methodologies, 
indicators and classifications used in statistics, the Council of Co-ordinating the Statistical 
Activity (C.C.S.A.) is established. 
 
The Council is composed of representatives of: 

- The Romanian Academy; 
- specialised higher education system and research; 
- ministries and other specialised bodies subordinated to the Government; 
- National Bank of Romania; 
- trade unions; 
- employers’ associations; 
- mass-media; 
- professional associations.  

 
The representatives of the Council meet quarterly or more frequent when is necessary in 
working groups by statistical fields. During these meetings National Institute for Statistics is 
receiving a strong feed-back from the users in terms of the results already disseminated 
(including the level of details, breakdowns etc.) and the requests for further needed information 
to be included in next statistical inquiries. 
 
 
Relevance for users 
 
Do we as specialists consider that the statistics provided to/ used by the users are relevant? 
 
Table 1.3.a. 
 

User (from 
table 1.1) Y/N If Y or N, explain why 

1-33 Y The survey is harmonised at EU level allowing accurate international 
comparisons  

 
 
Table 1.3.b. 
 
Does your unit anticipate some changes for the future needs? 
 

User (from 
table 1.1) Y/N If Y give a short description 

 N  
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2.1. SAMPLING ERRORS  
 
 
Table 2.1.1.a. Coefficient of variation (CV) Quarterly estimates 
 
For the calculation of the CV it is necessary to take into account the design effect. 
 

 CV of national quarterly aggregates (in %) 

Quarter Number of 
employed 

Number of part-
time employed 

Number of 
unemployed 

Rate of 
unemployment 

Average number 
of hours actually 
worked per week

1 1.53 6.48 4.23 4.08 0.38 
2 1.52 6.31 4.81 4.64 0.40 
3 1.58 5.75 4.68 4.50 0.44 
4 1.62 6.13 4.61 4.45 0.40 

Annual 1.04 4.10 3.04 2.92 0.27 
 
 
 
Table 2.1.1.b. Coefficient of variation (CV) Annual estimates at NUTS-2 Level 
 
For the calculation of the CV it is necessary to take into account the design effect. 
 

 CV of regional (NUTS-2) annual aggregates (in %) 

Region 
(NUTS-2) 

Number of 
employed 

Number of part-
time employed 

Number of 
unemployed 

Rate of 
unemployment 

Average number 
of hours actually 
worked per week

1 2.52 8.50 8.26 8.02 0.81 
2 2.68 10.06 8.59 8.01 0.80 
3 2.12 6.84 6.23 5.95 0.65 
4 3.56 18.39 8.92 8.82 1.08 
5 3.68 16.73 10.85 10.20 0.53 
6 3.00 11.76 11.09 10.85 0.78 
7 2.89 15.25 6.84 6.70 0.53 
8 3.56 22.18 11.69 10.80 0.33 

 
1 – Region North-East 
2 – Region South-East 
3 – Region South-Muntenia 
4 – Region South-West-Oltenia 
5 – Region West 
6 – Region North-West 
7 – Region Center 
8 – Region Bucharest-Ilfov 

2. ACCURACY 
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2.2. NON SAMPLING ERRORS 
 
2.2.1. Frame errors 
 
Table 2.2.1. Frame quality, coverage rates and methodological notes 
 
Give brief comments on the main problems of frame quality and the rates of under-coverage / 
over-coverage/ classification errors of the statistical units 
 
 

Brief comments on the main 
problems of frame quality 

Rate of  
under-

coverage*) 

Rate of 
over-

coverage**) 

Rate of 
classification 

errors***) 

Reference 
on frame 

errors 

Due to the lack of appropriate 
information, the new dwellings, built 
after 2002 Census of the Population 
and Dwellings, that could possibly 
constitute a sampling frame of the new 
dwellings, have not been taken into 
account. 
Nevertheless, some periodic updates 
have to be done for the PSU included 
in EMZOT, on the basis of the 
household surveys conducted, as well 
as micro-census type surveys. 
The micro-census has aimed in 
particular the updating of the addresses 
of the dwellings.  

1.94% Q1: 1.89% 

Q2: 1.92% 

Q3: 2.09% 

Q4: 2.38% 

  

 
 
*)   Under-coverage rate was estimated as the ratio between number of new dwellings, built in 

the period end of 2002 year (the year of the census)- end of 2006 year (Source: Romanian 
Statistical Yearbook, 2007), and number of dwellings at the end of 2006 year (Source: 
Romanian Statistical Yearbook, 2007). Thus, it was assumed that the proportion of the new 
dwellings in total dwellings should be the same in the master sample. 

 
**)  Over-coverage rates were estimated on the basis of the survey samples, as ratio between 

number of not-eligible dwellings and number of sampled dwellings. 
 
***) Possible misclassification errors could occur only if a certain locality comprising PSU 

included into master sample would change its area. Changes in the area of the localities 
(usually from rural to urban) are rare cases.  Even if it that would happen, the 
misclassification errors could be corrected by calibration. 
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2.2.2. Measurement errors 
 
Table 2.2.2.a. Errors due to the reporting unit and the interviewers 
 

Reporting unit 

IT solution for Romanian LFS is divided into two 
components: IT solution at local level - territorial 
statistical offices and IT solution at central level - 
INS headquarter (Bucharest). Information on errors is 
available only for IT solution at central level. 

Give brief comments 
on the assessment of 

errors due to: 

Interviewers NA 

 
 
Table 2.2.2.b. Errors due to medium (questionnaire) 
 

Date of the last (1) update of the 
questionnaire 

Date of the last pilot survey in order  to 
test the questionnaire 

Date of the last update of the questionnaire For the 2007 LFS1) 
Date of the last pilot survey in order to test the 
questionnaire June 2006 

Number of respondents to the pilot survey 100 households 
Report from cognitive laboratory available (Y/N) N 

1) Date of last update of the questionnaire before the end of the reference period for this report 
 
 
Table 2.2.2.c. Are there any methodological notes on the measurement errors? If Y give the 

main references 
 
Main references  NA 

 
 
Table 2.2.2.d. Main methods of reducing measurement errors 
 
Error source Brief comments 
Respondent   
Interviewer Annual training 
Questionnaire More methodological notes. 

Other Logical tests are performed so as to identify any error, allowing the 
correction in data. 

 
 
 
Table 2.2.2.e. Number of interviewers per quarter 
 

Average number of interviewers per quarter 780 
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2.2.3. Processing errors  
 
IT solution for Romanian LFS was accomplished using Visual Fox and divided into two 
components: 

- IT solution at local level – territorial statistical offices; 
- IT solution at central level – INS headquarters (Bucharest). 

 
IT solution at local level allowed performing the data entry and the validation at each county 
level (42 counties in total – NUTS3 level). 
 
The questionnaire design, quite detailed explanatory notes and the IT solutions developed had as 
result complete and of good quality data.  
 
The information given refers only to the errors and cases corrected at central level, after the 
data files are received from all over the country. Statistics on first level of checking at local level 
are not available. 
 
One error may need several variables to be corrected or, if the figures correspond to reality due 
to unusual phenomena, figures were accepted as such and no correction was made. 
 
For the correctness of the data and the correlations between variables, over 800 tests were 
applied. Among these, the most frequently are presented in the following table: 
 
 
Table 2.2.3.a. Information available about data capture errors and the error rates 
 
 

Info. on data capture 
errors1) (Y/N/NA)  

Error rate  
in % 

Comments 
 

NA   
1) Errors that occur when information on a questionnaire is converted to a computer format 
 
 
Table 2.2.3.b. Information available about codification errors and the error rates 
 
 

Info. on data 
capture errors 

(Y/N) 

Error rate 
in % 

Comments 
 

Y 0.04 checking the correlation between overtime and the difference 
between actual and usual duration of working week 

Y 0.04 checking the correlation between age and the relationship to 
reference person in the household 

Y 0.03 checking the correlation between occupation and  the highest 
level of education or training successfully completed  

Y 0.03 

checking the correlation between the highest level of education 
or training successfully completed and the education or 
training received during previous four weeks within the 
national education system 
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Table 2.2.3.c. Information available about editing errors and the error rates 
 

Info. on errors during 
the editing phase (Y/N) 

Error rate  
in % Comments 

N   
 
 
 
Table 2.2.3.d. Information available about other processing errors and the error rates 
 

 Info. 
on other process 

errors2) (Y/N)  

Error rate  
in % 

Comments 
 

N   
2) Mainly due to the use of computers (bugs in computer programs, wrong files etc.) 
 
 
 
2.2.4. Non response errors 
 
For comparability reasons use the following definition of non-response rate: 
 
Non-response rate is calculated as 100 -r/n where r represents the number of responding 
households and n is the number of eligible households. Eligible households are all households 
initially selected into the sample less the households that are not in the target population           
(over-coverage). When the final sampling unit is the dwelling, non-response rate is nevertheless 
calculated in this way, thus disregarding the over-coverage created by, e.g., vacant dwellings. 
Ideally the non-response rate should be calculated before substituting a non-responding 
household/dwelling with another unit. This is especially important when substitution is used for 
reasons like refusals, not at home etc in addition to reasons due to frame errors. Member States 
sampling from a frame of individuals should base their non-response rate calculation on the 
sampled individual elements instead of households. 
 
 
Table 2.2.4.a Calculation of non-response. Annual average 
 
 

Is the non response rate weighted? (Y/N)  N If weighted, state the definition of the weights 

Is the non-response on household level or 
person level? (H/P) H   

 
 
Table 2.2.4.b Rates of non response. Annual average 
 

Wave Non response rate in % 
1 7.21 
2 5.14 
3 4.05 
4 3.60 
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Table 2.2.4.c. Divisions of non-response into categories. Quarterly data 
 

Quarter Non response 
rate (%) Refusals (%) Non-contacts (%) Other reasons (%) 

1 4.75 1.06 1.97 1.72 
2 4.87 1.19 1.82 1.87 
3 5.10 1.09 1.84 2.17 
4 5.30 1.21 2.05 2.04 

 
 
Table 2.2.4.d. Methods used for adjustments for statistical unit non-response 
 

Description: 
As it was already mentioned in previous item regarding the computation of the weights, in 
order to contra balance the non-respondent households, it is proceed at a re-weighting, by 
adjusting the weights of the respondent households with the inverse of the response rate. The 
non-response are not globally adjusted, at the entire sample level, but separately, on groups 
of households, groups generated by the intersection of the variables considered as explicative 
variables of the non response: county (NUTS 3 level) and area of residence (urban \ rural). 
This correspond to the so-called 'response-homogenous groups" method, which assumes that 
in a certain group all the units have the same probability. In order to minimize the effects 
induced by the presence of non-response another adjustment is done: re-weighting by 
calibration of the weights. 

 
 
Table 2.2.4.e Methods used for adjustments for statistical item non-response 
 

Characteristic 
Rate of item 
non-response 

Describe method used, mentioning which auxiliary 
information or stratification is used 

  The procedure is using Hot-Deck method, missing 
items being taken from a donor record. The 
identification of the donor record is made on the basis 
of the sample of respondents, taking into account a set 
of variables well correlated with the variable to be 
imputed.  
The item non-responses are rare cases, not being 
allowed for the most important questions of the 
survey. 

 
 
Table 2.2.4.f References to methodological notes on non-response rates and their treatment 
 

References: 
Quarterly publication: FORŢA DE MUNCĂ ÎN ROMÂNIA: OCUPARE ŞI ŞOMAJ; 
LABOUR FORCE IN ROMANIA: EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
Annual publication: FORŢA DE MUNCĂ ÎN ROMÂNIA: OCUPARE ŞI ŞOMAJ available 
only in Romanian. 
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Reference period, transmission date and coverage 
 
Table 3.a. 
 

Main dates in the national production process 

Quarter Date of data collection 
beginning 

Date of end of the 
quality check for 

statistics requested by 
Eurostat 

Date of national 
publication 

QI 2007 8th January 2007 (preceding 
week as reference week) 

13th July 2007 30th July 2007 

QII 2007 9th April 2007 (preceding 
week as reference week) 

11th September 2007    
30th January 2008 (Ad 
Hoc Module 2007) 

29th October 2007   
15th February 2008 
(Ad Hoc Module 
2007) 

QIII 2007 9th July 2007(preceding week 
as reference week) 

14th December 2007 29th January 2008 

QIV 2007 8th October 2007 (preceding 
week as reference week) 

14th March 2008 30th April 2008 

 
 
b) NUTS-3 level LFS data on unemployment and labour force 
 
Table 3.b Reference period, transmission date and coverage 
 

Main dates in the national production process 
Date of data collection 

beginning 
Date of end of the quality check 

for statistics requested by 
Eurostat 

Date of national 
publication 

3-year average from the LFS 
dataset is the method used to 
produce NUTS-3 unemployment 
and labour force data sent to 
Eurostat (to Unit of regional 
statistics) 

14th May 2008 not published 

 
 
 
 
 
Main publications on survey results are: 
 

- a quarterly detailed publication that contains survey methodology and organisation, 
results analysis and tables; published in Romanian and English; 

- annual detailed publication that presents survey methodology and organisation; it 
contains analysis and average annual data, as well as information on the evolution of 
main indicators during period of 1996+; published only in Romanian; 

- Statistical Yearbook; 

- Social Trends; 

3. TIMELINESS AND PUNCTUALITY

4. ACCESSIBILITY AND CLARITY
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- Human Development Report. 

Survey results are available on electronic format also. 

Upon requests data are processed in order to answer to a larger number of users (internal and 
international). 

The publications (quarterly and annual) are stored in the electronic library of INS. Upon users’ 
request, the entire publication or parts of it may be extracted and delivered in e-format or on 
paper. 

The synthesis of the annual Quality Report is available on INS-WEB (http://www.insse.ro) and 
INTRANET. Data for main indicators are loaded into INS database (TEMPO), also available on 
the INS-WEB. 



ROMANIAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR STATISTICS 
Quality Report On 2007 Structure of Household Labour Force Survey (LFS) 

 

16 

 
 
 

5.1.  COMPARABILITY OVER TIME 
 
a) Has there been any change at the concept level that would affect comparability with a 

previous reference time? Besides changes in concepts and definitions this could include 
changes in coverage, changes in administrative rules and legislation, changes in 
classifications, changes in geographical boundaries etc. Enumerate all concepts or 
definitions that have been changed since last year. 

 
Table 5.1.a.  
 

Characteristic 

Description of 
the impact of 

the changes on 
the statistics. 

Estimation of 
effect for 

aggregates 
(%) 

Estimation of 
adjustment 

F/P for 
aggregate 

Are statistics 
revised 

backwards 
(Y/N) 

If statistics are 
revised, give 

brief comment 
on the method 

of revision 
NA           

 
 
b) Has there been any change at the measurement level that would affect comparability with 

a previous reference time? For example changes in data collection, weighting scheme, 
new design, use of auxiliary information. Enumerate all measurements that have been 
changed since last year. 

 
Table 5.1.b.  
 

Characteristic 

Description of 
the impact of 
the changes on 
the statistics. 

Estimation of 
effect for 
aggregates 
(%) 

Estimation of 
adjustment 
F/P for 
aggregate 

Are statistics 
revised 
backwards 
(Y/N) 

If statistics are 
revised, give 
brief comment 
on the method 
of revision 

NA           
 
 

5.2.  GEOGRAPHICAL COMPARABILITY 
 
Table 5.2 Is there any divergence of the statistical concept from European concepts 
(European concept or National proxy concept used) List all concepts where any divergences 
can be found 
 

Characteristic Give a description of difference and provide an assessment of the impact of the 
divergence on the statistics 

Employment For self-employed and contributing family workers from agriculture, the minimum 
duration of economic activity carried out is 15 hours.  

 
 

5. COMPARABILITY 
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5.3. ADHERENCE TO EU REGULATIONS 
 
Table 5.3.a. Improvements in 2007 that have been made on the questionnaire so that it 

complies with the Twelve Principles.  
 
 

Description of improvement 
• Question on job search was reworded in order to comply with the 8th principle for the 
formulation of the questions on the labour status 
 
• The two questions on job search were reworded so that they refer to the past 4 weeks 
including the reference week. The question on availability was also reworded so that it refers 
to the period that ends 2 weeks following the reference week (principle 6). 
 
• Starting with 2008, the reference period is clearly specified on the questionnaire 
(employment, job search and job search method, availability). 

 
 
 
 
Table 5.3.b. Improvements in 2007 that have been made on the questionnaire so that it 

accurately transcodes to the EU list of variables  
 
 

Description of improvement 

• Economic activity of the local unit is collected at 4 digits level starting with 2007
• Questions on wages were already introduced since 2006 for testing. Beginning with 2007 
data for this variable (monthly pay from main job) have been transmitted to Eurostat 
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Table 6.1. Coherence of LFS data with National Accounts data 
 

 
Description of 
difference in 

concept 

Description of 
difference in 
measurement 

Give an 
assessment of 
the effects of 

the differences 

Give 
references to 
description of 

differences 
Total employment     
Total employment by NACE     
Number of hours worked     

 
For the time being, National Accounts have no data available 
 
 
Table 6.2. Coherence of LFS data with Business statistics data 
 

  Description of 
difference in concept 

Description of 
difference in 
measurement 

Give an 
assessment of 
the effects of 

the differences 

Give 
references to 
description of 

differences 

Total employment 

SBS comprise only the 
persons employed in 

enterprises: employees, 
employers and 

partners, contributing 
family workers. 

Number of employees 
is expressed in FTUs. 

SBS is an 
annual survey in 

enterprises; 
information 

collected refer 
to calendar year 

(as reference 
period) 

  

Total employment 
by NACE 

SBS does not comprise 
budgetary sector 

(public administration, 
health, education) 

Idem   

Number of hours 
worked 

SBS comprise data on 
hours worked only by 

employees. 
Idem   

 
 
 
Table 6.3.a. Coherence of LFS data with registered unemployment 
 

Description of difference in concept 
Registered unemployment is measured according to 
national legislation and differs considerably from 
ILO unemployment.  

Description of difference in measurement Part of registered unemployed is classified as 
employed according to LFS and vice-versa. 

Give references to description of differences 
TEMPO database stored on the INS web-site - where 
the metadata are available for both, the LFS 
unemployment and Registered unemployment 

 
 
 

6. COHERENCE 
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Table 6.3.b. Assessment of the effect of differences of LFS unemployment and registered 
unemployment 

 
  Give an assessment of the effects of the differences 
  Registered unemployment ILO unemployment  

Overall effect 367838 640942 
Men under 25 years 35310 123735 
Men 25 years and over 165902 274936 
Women under 25 years 29907 72928 
Women 25 years and over 136719 169345 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8.1. COST 
 
Table 8.1.a. Number of staff involved 
 

 Full-time equivalents 
Total 975 persons 
 - of which professional and managerial 195 persons 
 - of which in INS headquarters 8 persons 
 
 
 
Table 8.1.b. Costs for the INS 
 

 Thousands Currency used
Total costs 532 Euro 
 
 
8.2. BURDEN 
 
Table 8.2.a. Duration of the interview 
 
  Minutes 
  Total First wave Later waves 
Average time spent in the household   1-2h15min 1-2h15min 
Core questionnaire (pr person)   45-60 minutes 45-60 minutes 
Ad hoc questionnaire (pr person)   10-30 minutes   

Note: This table should only show the burden on the respondents. Not time spent in the field to contact 
the household or fill out administrative forms. 

 
 
Table 8.2.b. Number of units 
 

 Number 
 Total First wave Later waves

Households visited over the year 102942 24977 77965 
Persons interviewed over the year 249521 60012 189509 
Persons interviewed for the ad hoc model over the year 44556 44556 - 
 

8. COST AND BURDEN 


